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MAJOR ENGLISH STUDENTS TEACHING, PRACTICE

2nd Term, 1968

With the oxception of Muangmai
School, I saw little evidence of imyrove-
ment in the teaching of English in Lopburi
town schools since my report on last
year’s teaching practice. The old Tran-
slation method continues despite all the
Government seminars, superintendents,
advisers etc. Kokekatiem School was
similar but the two practice schools at
Banmi were somewhat better in this
regard,

A disturbing feature, this year,
was a noticeable decline in the discipline
in some classes in Pibul, Watanasin and
Kokekatiem Schools.

The average ability of our students
seemed to be rather higher than last
year. Their most eommon faults were:
too much emphasis on chorus speaking
and too little on individual speaking ;
failure to distribute questions widely
enough ; correcting a pupil’s pronunciation
in the middle of his reading aloud;
repeating pupils, answers (thus encouraging
the pupils to speak too quitetly); calling
the name of a pupil before asking a
question ; contisually saying, “Do you
understand ?”.

Most students tried their best to
teach by the Oral Approach mothod, but
they were often frustrated by the fact
that their pupils had been taught only

by the Translation method by their
class-teachers. Some of our students were
also handicapped by having to teach
from locally produced English text—
books whose vocabulary is ungraded and
whose contents is often unsuitable. I am
surprised that these unsuitable text—books
are still in use in coevernment schools:
the O.E.C. and SEAREP series of Englisk
text-books should provide sufficient
material for teaching purposes but, if
extra material is considered necessary, a
simple supplementary reader should be
used rather than a text-book from an
inferior series.

It was good to note that our
students, production of unnecessary teac-
hing aids had decreased. The aids that
I saw were usually relevant and helpful.

For future Teaching Practices,
J would suggest that urgent consideration
be given to the fact that Major English
students who graduate from Thepsatri
College do not go to taach M.S. classes
in Covernment schools. A few may go to
teach Fnglish in P. 5-7 classes. It would
seem to be logical, therefore, for our
Major English students to practice teaching
English ia Pratom classes as much as
possible.

I.M. Stewart
28 November 2511
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