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O DISCIPLINE O
IN THE
PRIMARY
SCHOOL

r M Stewarl

eb

Education has two tasks. Firstly, it has
to help children to grow up to be good members
of the society in which they li;ze a% secondly, it
has to develop in them a proper sen&of indepen—
dence so that they can think choose wisely by
themselves,

It is not easy to bring up a child so that
he will be both a good citizen and an iudividual
personality at the same time,

Most children want to please their pareu;:s
and teachers and so they imitate their manners and
customs., This desire to be liked is a strong motive
of childreu's good behaviour in the primary school,
and it is most important that the teacher should
strengthen this motive,

In the early years, this strengthening
cannot be done by talking, but, as the children get
older, it can be done through stories and discussion.

The teacher encourages some things and discourages

other things and, in this way, he shapes the

children’s attitudes and helps them to form their

own standards of good conduct.

The teacher’s power to influence the
children depends on how they feel about him, If_ he
is kind and polite, he is likely to find that the

children imitate hig voice and manners, Children
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want to be sure that their teacher likes them and when there is a warm relationship
between them and their teacher, they do what he asks them to do because they trust
and respect him.

In good schoolg, the children are encouraged to know and to think about
the school s purposes and problems. They feel satisfied and become more interested
in the school when the teachers listen to their suggestions and discuss them, As
children get older, they can take more responsibility in planning and organising as
well as taking part in activities. This experience in responsibility is of great value.

When the children understand the purposes of the school and accept them,
there is less need for strict rules and regunlations because the children will behave
more sensibly, doing their duties efficiently and becoming prond of the good
organisation of the school. When this happens, good work can be done even in a
poor building with large classes.

A teacher can, of course, keep discipline by having many rules and many
punishments bat, in the end, that is unsatisfactory for everybody. It is much better
to leave as much as possible to the good sense of the children so that they feel
responsibility for their own behaviour. 1t the teacher respects the children their
self—respect will increase and help them to become reliable people, Their efficiency
will also increase.

To keep good discipline, it is important that the children should bel
interested in their work so that they will try their best to do it. Children need to
feel the pleasure of success which comes from doing something well. The teacher 8

help and encouragement are necessary for this.

So, in modern schools, with cloger cooperation between teachers and
students and with fewer rules, there is less disobedience and, therefore, less punish—
ment. But, sometimes, when a child will not listen to reason or persuasion, he must

be punished.
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In the busy life of a school, it is not easy for the teacher to perform hijg
duty to help the children to grow into self—controlled individuals, but he.must
always try to do so, because a child’s power to make good decisions bY!himselt
caunot be forred by rules. It can only come from inside. The teacher should provide
the opportunities for responsibility and decision which are suitable for each stage of
the child & development. The teacher’s knowledge of his children gshould tell him how
much respousibility he can give them at each étage, and the teacher s own example
jn responsibility will have the most important effect on his children.

The best discipline is self—discipline.
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