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Education in England

by Mr. LM. Stewart

One of the laws in England says that all parents must send their children
to school between the ages of 5 and 15.

About 7,000,000 children and adolescents go to Government schools and
about 500,000 to private schools.

It is usual :for boys and girls to be taught together in Government
primary schools but more than half of the Government secondary schools and most of

the private schools are for boys or girls only. In Scotland, however, almost all the

schools are co-educational.

3 Pupils do not pay any school fees in the Government schools and they are
 given free text-books and equipment such as exercise-books, rulers, pencils and rubbers.
. There are s.ome nursery schools ( or kindergartens) for children between 2
and 5 years old. These schools are voluntary and are generally for children whose
ﬁlers and fathers are both working. |

When a child is 5 years old he must go to an infant school for two years

en a junior school for four years. There is an examination at the end of the

er 'n,nd"-w'ant to leave school at the age of 15 to go to work and the secon:hry

I schools are for children who want to work in industries after they leave school.



od

In London and other big cities, some big new schools have been built
which' are called comprehensive " schools because they have grammar courses,
secondary modern courses and secondary technical courses all in the same school.

The final examination for secondary schools is the General Certificate of
Education examination (or G.C.E.). The subjects in this examination are taken at
< ordinary " or "advanced level. Most candidates for the  ordinary " level are
about 16 years old. Students who wish to go on to a university must pass the G.C.E.
in several subjects at the " advanced  level. Universities in England do not have
cutrance examipations: they choose their students from the results of the G.C.E.

examinations.

Students who wish to go to Teacher Training Colleges must also pass the

G.C.E. in several subjects. In England there are 160 Teacher Training Colleges

with about 40,000 students and the training course is for three years.
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