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A FINAL REVIEW

After seven years’ service as a Teacher
of English at this college, I should like to give
a brief review of my main impressions and the
opinions which 1 have formed about the teaching
of English here. At the outset, however, I must
ask you to remember that I am a foreigner and
I may, therefore, have misunderstood or not been
completely informed about some aspects of Thai
education. If, for these reasons, I have made
some misjudgments, I ask your forgiveness, before.
hand !

1. Administration of the English Depart-
ment. More authority should be delegated to the
Head of the Department, It should be his duty,
entirely, to plan the distribution of available
teachers to the various classes each term, as he,
the professional head, should be the best judge
of the capabilities of the English teachers and
their suitability for teaching the various courses.
After he has drawn up his plan, he should dis-
cuss it with the teachers concerned and make
adjustments, if necessary. Only if there is a case
of strong disagreement, (which should be rare in
a professional body), should the matter be referred
to the Director for final decision,

At the beginning of the term, the Head
should discuss the syllabus with each teacher in
order to agree on the outline teaching plan and
to ensure uniformity if several teachers are going
to teach the same course. New teachers should
be shown copies of previous examination question
papers set for their particular courses in order to
familiarise them with the work done by their
predecessors.

At the end of the term, the English teachers
should consult the Head about the preparation of
their final examinnation question papers and, when
these papers are completed, hand them to the
Head for transmission to the business office.

The Head should also make the final
decisions on all grades awarded to students in

I.M. Stewart

English courses. He should check discrepancies e.g.
the same student being given Grade E in an
easy course but Grade C in a more difficult
course, and make sure that overall grading is as
uniform and just as possible.

2. Students. I think that there could be
more done in advising students not to take Major
English courses in the 3rd and 4 th Years unless
they have been getting Grade A or B for English
in the 2nd Year. Students who enter the 3 rd
Year classes have been selected and the competi-
tion is, therefore, stronger : a student who was
getting Grade C for English against weaker com-
petition in the 2nd Year, may well find that he
is only getting Grade D in the 3rd Year. I have
known several students taking Major English
courses although they were at the bottom of their
classes in the required English courses. Mostly,
Such students, of course, had not been selected
for academic ability but for their usefulness in
sports, music, etc.

Allied to this, I would recommend that,
so far as possible, the college time—table be
arranged so that the required English courses are
held in the mornings and the optional English
courses in the afternoons. Nobody really likes
to teach to learn in the hot, late afternoon hours,
but, at least, classes of volunteers are preferable
to classes of conscripts at that unpleasant time !

3. Classwork. I think that greater stress
should be laid on speaking English and under-
standing spoken English. Testing the students’
ability in these two aspects of the language should
be an integral part of the ordinary English courses.
Realistic marks should be given: only a few
students deserve 8 or 9 marks out of 10, while
10 out of 10 is practically impossible !

Assignments are a necessary part of the
teaching programme and are valuable if done care-
fully, but, when given a written assignments,

many of our students copy each other’s work so
>




that grading homework written assignments as
part of the term's work can give ridiculous re-
sults. Only supervised work should be graded.

4. Text-books. The choice of suitable text
—books has always been a serious problem and,
although [ have seen some improvement in this
field, there is still much to be remedied. In a
democratic society, there should be two-way com
munication but, so far as I can see this matter
of text-books, there is only downward communi-
cation from the Supervisory Unit. Those of us
who are actually teaching the text—books chosen
by the Supervisory Unit should be asked for our
comments and suggestions. On the basis of this
information, the Supervisory Unit could review
and revise its prescribed curriculum and text—
books. The standard of English of the students
who enter the Teachers Colleges in such that
several of the prescribed text—books are well be-
yond their comprehension. This helps to reinforce
the belief, which many students have already
formed because of inadequate teaching in the
schools, that English is a very difficult subject
and that they will never be able to learn it. New
and better English text-books are being published
every year and the Teachers Colleges should be
informed about them and encouraged t0 change
to text—books which are suited in grade and con-

tent, to the needs and actual standards of the
students.

5. Teaching Practice. To my mind, teaching
practice is the most important item in the Teachers

College programme. I am glad that, under the
new curriculum, the practice period for 4th Year
students has been extended to one full term, but
regret that it only earns 5 credits out of a total
of 130 credits required for completing the 2—year
training course. I also regret that the practicing
students are all graded A or B, with only an
occasional C : this grading is unrealistic and
seems at variance with recent complaints from

schools that many students who have graduated
from Teachers Colleges are not good teachers.

I suggest that Teaching Practice should be
considered the most important subject in the col-
lege curriculum and not subordinated to the other
subjects. The supervisors of the Practice should
be given much more time to supervise, preferably
being stationed for a week or more at a time in
any town outside Lopuri where students are prac-
ticing in two or more schools, and the college
classwork time—table should be arranged to suit this
supervision rather than the supervision fitted into
gaps in the classwork time-table, as at present.

I believe, too, that more practical use
could be made of the College Demonstration
School, particularly in the giving of demonstration
lessons before the students go out on teaching
practice and in the experimental use of new text-
books for Pratom classes. It is unfortunate that
the classes in our Demonstration School (P.5-7,
M.S, 1-3) do not coincide with the classses
(P.1-7) which our students will teach after
they graduate from the College. At present, our
Demonstration School is neither a proper Primary
School and the reorganisation, which is necessary
before it can play its rightful part in the teacher
training programme, is overdue.

I must conclude, however, on a brighter
note. Looking back over the last seven years,
I feel that progress in the improvement of
the standard of English has been slow and
partial, but that there is a widespread desire for
improvement, and this desire will lead to real
progress, sooner or later. I must also express my
deep gratitude to the staff and students of this
college for their courtesy, kindness and helpfnlness
towards me. The time has come for me to leave,
but I shall always retain many happy memories
of my stay here, and I wish you all happiness and
success in the future.
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